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DRAFT Next Steps on TASC at SSFL

October 27, 2009

· TASC provides an independent environmental professional to address technical assistance needs at contaminated sites.  Such technical needs may include identification of community-based needs, questions and concerns about site contamination and cleanup process, better understanding of the details about ongoing site investigation and cleanup work, and facilitating consensus-building among community members;

· EPA met with approximately 30 or more SSFL community members at our May 26th TASC Information Session held in Chatsworth, CA;

· At this May 26th meeting and in prior and subsequent conversations,  EPA reiterated the need for the for TASC to support and not divide the overall SSFL community on topics of common interest;

· EPA found that many of the topics of interest to the community members in attendance at our May 26th meeting were greater than the narrow scope of  EPA’s radiological studies at SSFL;

· DTSC is the lead agency overseeing the cleanup work at SSFL.  Both DTSC and EPA agree that it is appropriate for EPA to provide its available resources in support DTSC’s community involvement program sitewide at SSFL;

· Therefore, EPA and DTSC are in the process of coordinating to identify if DTSC can find a role for TASC in the development of DTSC’s overall community involvement program at SSFL.  

· It should be noted that the TASC program is just one of many community support programs EPA considers and makes available at sites we work on.  For example, EPA provides grant assistance to community groups under our Environmental Justice, Environmental Education, Conflict Resolution/Mediation and other programs.  Please contact us for further information if you would like to receive additional information on one or more of these programs. 


